
Dear Friends and Neighbors:

I write to provide you with a summary of the 2008 Legislative 

session and to keep you informed of my work on behalf of the 

15th Senatorial District. 

In view of the economic downturn that has swept the nation 

and is now apparent here in Connecticut, the second year of 

the current biennial budget was maintained. Not withstanding 

any additional appropriations, the 15th District will receive 

an approximately $5.9 million increase in municipal aid which 

will help keep property taxes down. With the Budget Reserve 

Fund (‘Rainy Day Fund’) at $1.381 billion, we must proceed 

with extreme discipline and cautiously prioritize future 

legislative initiatives, always bearing in mind the interests of our 

Connecticut families and taxpayers. 

Personally, it is most rewarding to work with and have the 

support of the many individuals and community groups of the 

15th District. It is an honor to be your voice in Hartford. I have 

so enjoyed our offi  ce hours and am grateful for your input. Do 

keep in touch. 

 Sincerely,

 Joan Hartley

 State Senator

 State Senator

 Joan
  Hartley

In April, I was proud to host a performance in the Senate Chamber at the State Capitol by the Prospect Songbirds.
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I’m proud to 

represent the 

15th Senate District:

Naugatuck

Prospect

Waterbury

Aid For Our Towns
A very important part of my job representing the people of the 15th state Senate 

District is ensuring Naugatuck, Prospect and Waterbury receive their fair share 

of state funding. I am pleased to report the following grants and 

reimbursements from the state in Fiscal Year 2008–2009:

Fiscal Year 08-09

Total Education Grants $153,701,135

Town Aid Road Fund Grant $876,453

Mashantucket Pequot & Mohegan Fund Grant $5,141,526

Local Capital Improvement Program (LoCIP) $1,588,731

Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) $12,566,029

Total $173,873,874

 This newsletter has been printed 

on 100% post-consumer recycled 

paper manufactured entirely with 

Green-e certifi ed wind-generated 

electricity. Please recycle when done.

Criminal Justice Reforms
Th e brutal murders of three members of the Petit family in July 2007 and a 

deadly home invasion in New Britain in March 2008 prompted an in-depth 

examination of the criminal justice system in Connecticut. As a result, 

legislative reforms were adopted 

that provide tougher sentences for 

violent criminals, GPS tracking for 

sex off enders, more resources for 

prosecutors, and a state-of-the art 

information sharing system for those 

deciding which inmates receive parole.

Th e legislature also defi ned a new crime of “home invasion” and a much 

tougher version of the persistent dangerous felony off ender law, doubling and 

tripling jail sentences for the most violent of criminals.

While I supported a three-strikes proposal (mandatory life in prison after 

conviction for a third violent crime ) it failed in both the Senate and the House. 

However, I will continue to support such proposals in the future. 

Fighting the High Cost of Gasoline & Energy
We all know that the cost of fuel is sky-high—aff ecting how much you pay for 

gas and groceries. While we can’t stop fuel prices from rising, we can prevent tax 

increases from further driving up the cost. Th is June, we said NO to a scheduled 

increase in the gross receipts tax. By blocking this tax hike, we’re hoping to save 

you a few cents on each gallon, and that adds up. We’re 

also taking action to help seniors and working 

families survive the high cost of the looming home 

heating oil season.



▲

EMPLOYMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES IN 

HEALTH CARE

I had the opportunity to 

speak at the Waterbury 

UConn campus with 

employers about their 

needs for health care 

workers. Northwestern 

CT AHEC, an organization 

that pairs students with 

jobs or volunteer 

opportunities in the 

health care industry, 

organized the event. L-R: 

Patricia Harrity, Executive 

Director NWCTAHEC; 

Amanda Hunyadi, 

Community Liaison, 

Waterbury Prevention 

Policy Board; Barbara 

Carrington-Lawlor, 

Principal, Crosby High 

School; William Pizzuto, 

Ph.D., Executive Director, 

UConn Waterbury Branch; 

myself; Kitty Hillson, 

YHSC Service Learning 

Coordinator; Dr. Bruce 

Gould, Director, CT AHEC 

Program; JoAnn D’Avirro, 

YHSC Associate Director.

Protecting Hospital Patients
Th is session we passed legislation requiring every hospital in the state to develop a 

plan to reduce the instances of persons contracting Methicillin-Resistant 

Staphylococcus Aureus (MRSA) infection while in the hospital.

Environmental Justice Communities
For far too long some Connecticut communities have disproportionately been host 

to energy, solid waste or other treatment facilities. In recognition of this history, 

legislation was passed creating environmental justice communities. Th is is a 

community where at least 30 percent of the population have incomes below 200 

percent of the federal poverty level or is in a distressed municipality. Th is 

legislation requires that applicants for such facilities submit a meaningful public 

participation plan for approval to the Connecticut Department of Environmental 

Protection or the Siting Council and consult with municipal offi  cials to evaluate the 

need for a community environmental benefi t statement. Th is agreement may result 

in the applicant’s mitigation of any adverse eff ects of such a facility. Mitigation may 

include on- or off -site projects and funding for environmental initiatives.

Robinson/North Main Street School Construction
I was pleased to work with the Waterbury delegation to secure an additional grant 

of $12.3 million. Five million dollars of this grant may be appropriated for site 

remediation necessary for environmental purposes at the Robinson/North Main 

Street school construction project.

School Playscapes
It was a great satisfaction to 

witness the completion of the 

fi nal two playscapes at the 

Washington and Wendall Cross 

schools which were made 

possible by a state allocation 

I secured. Th e following school 

playscapes were funded as a 

result of this state grant: Bucks 

Hill, Carrington, Chase, Driggs, 

Generali, Kingsbury, Regan, 

Sprague, Walsh, Washington, 

Wendall Cross and Wilson.

New Nursing Program at Waterbury UConn
I was pleased to initiate the start of a new nursing program in the Greater 

Waterbury area. Th e UConn Master’s Entry Into Nursing Program (MEIN), which 

is only off ered in one other community, will prepare students who have 

baccalaureate degrees in other fi elds to become RNs. Students who complete this 

program are eligible to move onto the Master’s level of study.

YMCA Parking Lot and School Readiness Slot Expansion
I worked to secure funding for a parking lot expansion and supported the 

Connecticut Health & Educational Facilities Authority’s Child Care Facilities 

Program loan application for 40 additional school readiness slots.

Summer Youth Employment
As co-chair of the Higher Education 

Committee I crafted legislation 

which provides Greater Waterbury 

area students with summer work 

opportunities. Th e program—

administered by the Northwest Regional 

Workforce Board—provided 550 

summer jobs and approximately 50 

jobs during the school year last year.

Hardship Hospital Fund
In an eff ort to support the ever-challenging environment in which our acute care 

hospitals exist, I advocated for a $5.5 million earmark for St. Mary’s and 

Waterbury hospitals from the Hardship Hospital Fund.

Renaissance Place Project
I worked to secure passage of legislation which would authorize the Department of 

Economic and Community Development, the Connecticut Development Authority 

and Connecticut Innovations, Inc. to provide up to $30 million in fi nancial 

assistance to the Borough of Naugatuck for the Renaissance Place economic 

development revitalization project.

Fulton Park Greenhouse
I was able to secure an additional grant for the Fulton Park Greenhouse project. 

Th ese monies will signifi cantly increase the original allocation I had previously 

obtained for this project.

CommPACT Schools
I facilitated the initiation of the University of Connecticut Neag School of 

Education CommPACT School program to two Waterbury schools. Th is is a unique 

program designed to increase student achievement through the use of evidence-

based practices and shared governance.

Bett er Preparing Teachers
As Senate chair of the Higher Education Committee it 

became apparent to me that our universities and 

colleges were not adequately preparing teacher 

candidates in the discipline of teaching reading, the 

most fundamental educational learning skill. After 

extensive work and collaboration with Liz Brown of 

the Connecticut Commission on Children, the State 

Board of Education has added a reading pedagogy test 

for pre-K and elementary school teacher candidates.

Naugatuck Valley 
Community College
I worked to secure $1.1 million for the purchase of 

new and replacement equipment which will be 

needed for the opening of the college’s new addition.

Prospect Youth Soccer/
Prospect Lions Club
I was able to secure funding to support equipment 

needs for youth soccer and funding for the Lions 

Club Food Bank Initiative.

Protecting Homeowners 
and Our Economy
Connecticut has one of the higher home foreclosure 

rates in the country. In view of the recent subprime 

mortgage crisis I co-sponsored legislation which 

created the Homeowner’s Equity Recovery 

Opportunity (HERO) loan program, which allows 

the Connecticut Housing Finance 

Authority to purchase home 

loans from lenders and 

place eligible borrowers on 

aff ordable payment 

schedules for 30-year 

fi xed-rate mortgages. 

Washington School Playscape and bench 
dedication to Frank Lombardo

Meeting with students of the “Planting the Seed”
Youth Manufacturing Program

State Senator JOAN HARTLEY 15th District  

LEGISLATIVE ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Walking with Dorothy Knowles in the 
Naugatuck Memorial Day Parade


